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had, or might reasonably be supposed to have
had, personal knowledge;
(b)  the   maker  of the   statement   must   be
called as a witness unless lie is dead or unfit
by reason of Ms mental or bodily condition or is
beyond the seas, and it is not reasonably prac-
ticable to secure his attendance or all reasonable
efforts to find him have failed.   The court has
a discretion, at any stage of the proceedings,
to order, or at the hearing to allow, the state-
ment to be admitted, if satisfied that unreason-
able expense would otherwise be caused, al-
though the maker is available but is not called
as a witness, and though only a certified copy of
the original statement can be produced. Where
it is intended to take advantage of this provi-
sion, it seems desirable to apply for an order.
Statements are deemed to be made by a person
-only if made, written, or produced by him or
signed,  initialed or  otherwise  recognised   by
him as one for the accuracy of which he is
responsible.  Statements by an interested per-
son made during or in anticipation of the pro-
ceedings   are   excluded.  For   the   purpose   of
deciding whether these conditions are satisfied,'
the court may draw any inference from the
form or contents of the document or other
circumstances, and in jury cases may exclude
the statement, though all the conditions are
satisfied if exclusion is considered by the judge
to be in the interests of justice.
Conditions as to the weight to be attached to
such evidence are contained in sect. 2y while sect, 3
enables a document to be proved in the same